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Call for application

Three openresearch fellowships in GreenLab

GreenLab, Villum Fonden, DTU and Danish university partners are pleased to announce three joint research fellowships
running from August 2026 to June 2028.

The fellowship programme explores key interconnected aspects to build proof of concept for the characteristics, benefits
and impact of microgrids, eco-industrial clusters and sector coupling.

The two-year fellowship initiative invites candidates from Danish universities as well as top-tier international institutions to
apply.

The Danish universities will serve as the academic host institutions, while GreenLab provides the real -world setting and
challenges to be addressed in the programme.

Funded by adonation from Villum Fonden

VILLUM FONDEN
x
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Why Apply?

Conduct mission-driven research with real-world impact

»»» Thefellows will explore key aspects of the green transition and impact assessment through collaborative and co -
creative research - all with direct applicability to eco-industrial clusters, using GreenlLab in Skive, Denmark, as the
main research case.

Be part of an ambitious research platform shaped for tomorrow’s challenges

»»)> GreenlLabis anideal research platform that connects ambitious researchers with relevant stakeholders to address
the most pressing and complex questions. We work with mission-driven research and operate as aliving lab for
solving wicked problems.

Stay connected to industry and academia, and develop innovative solutions

») AtGreenLab, leading researchers collaborate with ambitious companies in interdisciplinary, applied research
projects. Our focus includes but is not limited to benefits and value evaluation of industrial electrification, microgrids,
sector coupling and eco-industrial park development, where impact assessment, prototyping and scaling-up are
among the core themes.
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Green & circular
industrial park

A physical eco-industrial park in Skive,
Denmark

Own supply of 100% green energy -
84MW wind and solar energy + 22
MW of power storage

Sectorintegrationin practice: Industry
coupled with various resources
through SymbiosisNet, our intelligent
grid of energy and data

Technology enabler
and innovation
environment

“The perfect host” for technology
companies. We provide infrastructure
and services that reduce time-to-market

We introduce the chicken to the egg and
create new markets

Green transition facilitator

Center of Excellence for
industrial symbiosis

A centre for knowledge and green
innovation within intelligent and integrated
energy

Accelerate research and development to
commercial scale

Education for the future
Practical skill development

Innovation through practice




Achieving circularity with green energy as the foundation

» f

GENERATE STORE
We generate sustainable The green energy is storedin
energy for our partners allits forms:
Electricity, heat, gas, and
electrofuels

»

SHARE

The SymbiosisNet™is
an intelligentgrid of
energy and datathat lets
our site partnersshare
their surplus energy
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Research missions at GreenLab

At GreenlLab, we work with mission-driven research, because we know that a green transition of industry is a complex challenge - one that cannot be
solved by a single technology or idea, but requires coordinated efforts from many different actors. Based on this understanding, we have defined four

research missions that form the foundation of our research platform.

Industrial Sustainability

A global model for eco-industrial clusters and best-practice for true sustainability.

Eco-industrial cluster design,
development & assessment

Design, development and
assessment of the greenindustrial
clusters of the future.
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Energy system flexibility for
green energy

Optimisationof energy systems and
absorption of fluctuations from
renewable energy, including
consumption flexibility and infrastructure
needs for storage and conversion.

Sector Coupling

oQo
I‘Qﬁ

Local Impact

Demonstration of valuable sector
coupling solutions that can pave the
way for scalable initiatives across
society.

Building onlocal resources and
mobilising relevant actors to create value
for and withlocal rural and agricultural
communities.
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Sector couplingin practice:
Industrial symbiosis at
GreenlLab

Electrifying industry through industrial symbiosis relies on strong
partnerships across sectors: Research, industry, and both public and private
actors.

Interdisciplinary research is essential to develop innovative solutions to
today’s and tomorrow’s challenges and to contribute to the green transition
and the long-term sustainability of industry.

The Power-Water-Carbon nexus lies at the core of GreenLab’s and the
global sustainability agenda. It provides a robust framework for addressing
the challenges of enabling sector coupling across electricity, transport,
agriculture and industry.

GreenlLab has already established the SymbiosisNet™, demonstrating
sector coupling in practice. This permits evaluative studies where insights
from real-world operations combine with world-class research on the
GreenLab Research Platform.

The fellowship programme dives deeper into key interconnected aspects of
implementing and evaluating sector coupling, aiming to establish a proof of
concept and define the characteristics, benefits and impacts of microgrids
and eco-industrial clusters.
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Sector coupling at GreenLab

Terms such as sector coupling, sector integration, smart energy systems, and industrial
symbiosis are often used interchangeably to describe a holistic approach to interconnected
energy systems.

At GreenLab, we conduct research on the integration of diverse energy sectors—including
electricity, heating, water, and carbon—to enable resource sharing and the conversion of energy
into new products. Our work demonstrates practical solutions that can inform and support
scalable approaches to sector coupling across society.

Building on this foundation, the fellowship programme undertakes an in-depth examination of
critical, interconnected dimensions of implementing and assessing sector coupling. Its objectives
include establishing proof of concept and systematically characterizing the features, benefits,
and potential impacts of microgrids and eco-industrial clusters.

Focus areas may include:
Planning and design of sector coupling
Value creation and impact assessment
Public engagement

Green Financing and economic incentives

Regulation and regulatory sandboxes
Digitalisation
Technological testing and demonstration

Replication in other contexts

Water

Research Education

Power Carbon

Industry
(Innovation)

Greenl.zb



Examples of relevant
research themes’

Sustainability & Impact Assessment

Measuring and documenting the value of sector coupling and microgridsin the green
transition

Impact assessment of test zones and regulatory sandboxes for eco-industrial parks

Holisticimpact assessment of microgrids and eco-industrial parks

Regulatory & Policy Frameworks

The role of industrial clusters and regulatory sandboxesin the national energy
landscape

Regulatory aspects supporting circularity and sector coupling

Incentives and regulations that promote investments in energy hubs

*The list contains examples only. Other ideas within the overall theme of “Implementing and documenting the impact of eco-
industrial parks, microgrids and sector coupling” are also welcome. Applicants are encouraged to discuss potential ideas with
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GreenLab before submitting their application.

Social Acceptance & Stakeholder Engagement
Public perception, community involvement, and social license to operate

Social/public acceptance of energy hubs and eco-industrial parks with
significant renewable installations

Therole of industrial clusters in local balancing and flexible energy usage

Infrastructure & Ecosystem Development

Services and infrastructure enabling the development of eco-industrial parks and
microgrids

Datainfrastructure, security, and transparency for design and implementation

Effectiveness of micro-grids comparing to a national grid function

Business Models & Ownership Structures

Innovative and dynamic business models enabling eco-industrial parks and
microgrids

Prototyping and scaling models for microgrids and eco-industrial parks
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Who can apply?

The callis opentoresearchers of any nationality and from all disciplines with research
profiles relevant to the thematic scope of the call. The programme targets talented
researchers who hold a PhD at the time of the application deadline (applicantsin the
final phase of their PhD may also apply). The positionis a Postdoc position affiliated to a
Danish university.

The fellowship program does not support the development, test and/or demonstration
of a specific technology, but the candidates, even though applying individually, are
rather expected to work closely together as part of a larger and shared research
project. Relevant GreenLab employees, as well as affiliated research centres at alll
Danish universities, will be associated with the group of fellows.

Theideal candidate has a collaborative research mindset and sees interdisciplinary
work as akey driver for their future career.

If this resonates with you, apply here, by uploading your application form and CV
before February 27 at 16:00 CET.

Green.al»
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Selection Criteria Selection Board

After the application deadline, all submissions will undergo an eligibility screening. Each eligible proposal
will then be evaluated by a review and selection panel, which will make the final decision.

Your application will be evaluated based on the following criteria: Our Evaluation and Selection Board consists of following leading academic representatives :

Scientific excellence: Aarhus University ( AU)
Academic credentials and experience

»> Heather Anne Swanson, Professor

Motivation for Fellowship:
Alignment with GreenlLab goals, vision and mission-driven research approach

School of Culture and Society - Department of Anthropology

Suggested research focus: »>» Bjorn Andresen, Professor, Section Manager

A research topic that fits within the scope of the call and is clearly linked to the industrial cluster at Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering
GreenLab. Applicants are encouraged to contact GreenLab to discuss their proposed topic

before applying. Technical University of Denmark (DTU)

Linkage to host university: »> Wenjing AngelaZhang, Professor, Head of Section
Alignment with existing research programmes and groups at the host universities. Applicants are DTU Sustain - Water Technology and Processes

encouraged to reach out to relevant groups prior to applying.
»> Henrik Madsen, Professor

Flexibility on research agenda: DTU Compute - Department of Applied Mathematics and Computer Science
In an experimental, interdisciplinary fellowship programme within a large-scale living lab like

GreenlLab, opportunities may evolve over time. Candidates who are naturally curious and open to »»> DoganKeles, Professor, Head of Section

exploring new topics and interdisciplinary contexts beyond their core field will be rated highly. DTU Management - Department of Technology, Management and Economics

Openness to collaboration and co-creation: University of Southern Denmark (SDU)
Fellows are expected to collaborate closely and contribute to the overarching research questions
of the fellowship programme. Strong readiness for collaboration and co-creation is valued highly. »»> Henrik Wenzel, Professor

SDUIGT - Department of Green Technology

Aalborg University (AAU)

»> Florinlov, Associate Professor
AAU Energy - Faculty of Engineering and Science




Timeline and process

December 9t
 CallLaunch

R&E team will launch

the call. All applicants

are urged to contact

GreenLab to test their

ideas.

2025 2026
December January

Applicationdeadline:
February 27t 2026

March17th
Selectingtop
applicants.

Based on evaluations,
R&E team will pick top
applicants and contact
them directly. List of
candidatesis formed.

March 23rd- 24t
Individual interviews

Candidates are invited to
an online interview with
R&E team. Session is
facilitated by the team
consultant and chaired by
R&E director.

April 8t
Group (online) Interview

Up to nine applicants will
be invited to an
online  group interview
facilitated by the team
consultant and chaired by
R&E Director at GreenLab.
The rest of the R&E Team
will participate.

April 24t
Informing winners

Al grantees are
informed and the
process towards
hiring them at their
departments will
proceed.

May - June
Hiring Processes
Contracts will be

negotiated by the Section
Heads responsible for the
hiring of the fellow along
with GreenLab and the
university coordinator

August 17th
Fellowship start

Onboarding will be
initiated based on the start
time of the different
Fellows.
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Getintouch

If you are interested in applying for the fellowship programme, we
encourage you to contact us. We strongly recommend engaging in direct
dialogue with both the GreenLab team and the host universities before
submitting your application, to gain a clear understanding of what is
feasible within the eco-industrial cluster during the programme
timeframe.

Any questions about everyday working life as aresearcher at GreenLab
are also welcome.

You canlearn more about research at GreenLab here.

Apply Now
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LuciaMortensen
Head of Research & Education

Imor@greenlab.dk

Frederik Villum
Research Coordinator

fbcv@greenlab.dk

Leon Aahave U
Project Manager

laauh@dtu.dk

Mathias Damgaard Moerch
Education Manager

madm@greenlab.dk

Greenl.a



https://www.greenlab.dk/research/
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mailto:laauh@dtu.dk?subject=GreenLab%20Fellowship%202023
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